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ABSTRACT

The present paper tries to look the issue of romamd love, in the colonial context in Assam whiichught
many new questions into the socio-cultural lifalté# people. But, the trajectory of colonialism dhe western ideas with
the Indian traditions did not blend properly. Rathregarding the issues of love and romance amalte view emerged in
which the individual issues should be sacrificedh® broader issue of the love for the Nation. Eiernate view had the
problem of generalization which neglected many etspef the practices of the common people. Theeissunot still
properly been resolved, in spite of the populasitghe Indian film industry which heavily relies ¢ove and romance, as

well as the social medias.
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INTRODUCTION

The introduction of the colonial rule in the coyntsrought a new exchange of ideas between the agakt
the west. With the spread of western educatiorethecated sections of the Indians became more expgoshe western
ideas. These ideas made them to re-examine thanirsituation from diverse angles, from socio-religi reform issues,
art and culture and literature. Moreover, the @stns from a section of the British officials artk tvarious Christian
missionaries on several aspects of the Indian @ilfaractices forced the natives to reconsiderehesues. But, from the
very outset, the educated Indians (both the mididss and the aristocrats) were also critical indby imitating the west
(with the exception of the Young Bengal Movemerithey were selective in adopting the new ideas & nhtive
contexts: These tensions were clearly represented by theexqorary literature which became more developet thie
printing press and the emergence of various newegeof literature like novels, short stories, thestmodern poetry, etc.

There was also the issue of comparisions and cistriaetween the east and the west.

The issues of love and romance emerged as majstigoe for the educated middle class, as it plabeth in a
dilema, how far they are to accomodate these ideiisin the framework of the tradition. Most of 8eetraditions had
feudal backgrounds and as the question of caste istricately related with the Indian society, tiew ideas had to face
multiple layers of contests and compromises. Theesi is still continuing inspite of the variousdras print, online and
particularly the Indian Film industries efforts gopularise it, as to most of the people there #ferdnces between ideal
and reality. With the strong dominance of the pcast of patriarchy and the notions of gender a$ agethe ideologies of
the Right wing politics the Indian society is ssileking new answers to the questions of love amdince. The appeals of
the western concepts of love like the Valentine ¥alyecoming popular among a large section of theated youths but

so are the reactions against it. For example rteg-caste marriage is still a problem for many.
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The idea of modern love and romance needs furthestgpning in the colonial context as, whether they the
results of the colonial rule or they were modiftedsuit the colonial time by the native middle skes? Whether under the
impacts of the west the concept or meaning of laset was practiced among the common people charagdally?
Whether the concept of love and romance are synoogrin the Indian tradition? One of the importamtrkers between
the meaning of love between the east and the vegstriled on the question of sexuality. How the Assansociety tried
to situate the issue? Whether the educated middis actually involved themselves with the Romardeals or it
remained a dream only? How the Assamese nationafistved the issue of personal love with the brodRies of the
Nation? The present paper will try to look into #ritical relationship of love and colonial modéyniThe area will be
limited to the Brahmaputra valley as the issueshaf Assamese nationalism was valley centred lilgr tBengali

counterpart in the Barak valley.
Romanticism and Women

The Romantic Movement originated in the west asaztion to the Industrial Revolution towards the ef the
18" century, which emphasised on emotion, individwaland the glorification of the past and natures Wifferent from
the concept of romance, which is more personahdividualistic? In this paper the term romance is basically usetl a

only in reference to the genres which the movernrdhitenced in it is used.

One of the inherent dilemmas of the Romanticist &toent was the issue of the women. The Romantics had
different notions about the nature of the womengethlr they are capable of understanding the baaiaren and
characteristics of the movement, where physicas lmanscended to a new level of ideal love. Thegvaelations are also
important in this idea where the women had lessmess not only in the outer world but also in etiocaand

oppertunities against the men.

The Romantics scepticism about women'’s inferiows supported by Social Darwinism. George Romaaes,
influential comparative psychologist, naturalisdabarwinian in his article, ‘The Mental Differencbstween Men and
Women (1887) argued that in relation to intellestll and emotion women are inferior to men. Womegater
‘sensibility’ and ‘delicacy’ made them physicallpéi mentally weak and, as a result, they are mavsaegpto ‘imbalance’
superstitions and incapable of ‘sound reasoninbesg and other kind of weaknesses as the Socialifsts and their

sympathizers believed made the women more prooertunit immoral acts which harms the sociéty.

The notion of love began to change significantlyimiy the colonial period. Like the other parts e tountry the
educated middle class began to make differenceseket higher level of love and the lower level. Hére issues of
sexuality and morality became a marker to diffdetatbetween the two. In a feudal set up, the ssdiecaste and class
also played their role in determining the perceptid the nature of people. This was further streeged by the colonial
states policy of the census which categorised thistieg caste system. The colonial notion of ratso glayed a

determining factor in the construction of idenstie colonial India.
Love among the Common People

The idea of love among the common people becamegieus question among the educated middle classehs
as the American Baptist missionaries. The ‘Arunbdefers to several incidents whereby a sectiothefcommon people

showed fewer commitments to their relationshipst dldy among the common people, but also amongctoseof the
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higher castes this became a major moral and sissia¢ for the missionaries. For example, In theebdxer, 1852 and
March, 1853, of the monthly newsmagazine, it cardenews item from Guwahati, A women from the retdde

Barphukan family eloped with a Muslim man, takirigrey with her, four year old’ handsome’ boy and tmaidservants,
in the same town. Her husband lodged a case &tahjelari Court, against the Muslim man, demandisg6000 for the
jewelleries of the three women, which he claimelbhged to him. He did not want neither of his wdfethe child as well
as the maidservants as they had disowned themsayweslluting the norms of caste, class and retigibhe colonial
judge, Mr. Hudson however, had a different viewuestl the claim to Rs. 200 on the accused, witmalpeof six months

imprisonment if he fails to do so. The accusedtbhagkrve the second option as he did not possesgiaté money.

The Assamese educated middle class who idealigedahtemporary Bengali counterparts as their radelets
tried to view relationships between the men andwbeen only through their caste and class anglbey believed that
the lower class and caste people were only pragtichmoral love. Anandaram Dhekial Phukan, for eplamnin 1854,
appealed to A.J. M. Mills, Sudder Judge on Deporatd Assam to make registration of marriage asmapulsory for the

people. According to him,

“cases of elopement, seduction and dispossession of wives, are of constant occurrence in the courts of, are of
constant occurrence in the courts of the Province, and men fight for their wives in the same manners, as they do for their
lands and goods..... Generally men and women among the lower orders, live together as husbands and wives without ever

undergoing the nupital rites.” (Emphasis added)

The caste and class biasness can also be obsenadyather reform minded people like GunabhiramuBar
(who was a Brahmo) and Hemchandra Barua (who dgtaevocated widow remarriagg)But, not every middle class
shared these biasness. Lakshminath Bezbarua, &éong&, through his short stories like Dhanbar- Riat8hadari and
others tried to show that the perception of love i practices among the common people shoulégeected, if not to be

adopted by his own class.
Love among the Educated Middle Class

With the entry of the other new western ideas Rdiism also began to enter into the country. It wasthat the
Indians did not know about love or romance, in antgy of the Kalidasa and the Kamasutra. In thdstdike Gita
Govindam, the linkage between love for the God #mel desires for earthly pleasures are interlinkBide Bhakti
Movements also provided several opportunities tgotiate with the heavenly (through Lord KrishnayiDe Love with
the mortal love through devotion (like Mirabai, AzidLal Dej). The question of carnality and loveswafused through by
a section of the Bhakti Movement leaders like Sraitanya. But, one of the prime differences betwibenviews of Sri
Chaitanya and the Assamese Bhakti Movement lead@&ssthat, the later did not want equality with (ed but to serve
as servants or slave. Therefore, the concept & las advocated by the various leaders of the mewehad no clear cut
answers. As a result, the ideas of love and romas@vocated by the western tradition became arrohgllange for the
Assamese society which remained predominantly feindeharacter. One of the key issue towards lave @mance is

related to the question of women’s education.

As in many other parts of the country, a sectiothef Assamese men were against women’'s educasdhpay
lead to illegal relationships. Some of the writeisd to use satire as a technique to criticisechr@emporary society. For

example, Lombodar Borah, (who was inspired by thirisal writings of Bankimchandra Chatterjee anthdbandhu
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Mitra) in his article ‘Sadanandar Natun AbhidhaNe{v Dictionary of Sadananda) expressed these videsiefined the
nature of modern women’s education dearning to write letters, absorbing in plays-novels, forgetting about domestic
chores...physically weaker and thin, light minded, wicked and rough... making women men, flower into thunderstorm...”®
(Emphasis added). In fact, even in contemporaryppeithere were several concerns at the impactseohdvels on the
minds of the women. The f9century psychologists believed that since women raore emotional, they are more
susceptible to a disease called ‘hystefidhis fear was also due to the fact that the noweld plays through their
portrayal of romantic relationships promoted impiced ideas about love, which might destabilise soeiety. In other

words, they provided scopes to challenge the exjgiatriarchal society.

In the colonial Indian context the very idea of Rottic Love was a new concept which became poputang a
section of the educated middle class through tieeidings of William Shakespeare, William Wordswpdbhn Keats and
other English writers. The reading of their worlssveell as involving in the new plays based on thestern notion of
romance was a new development in the country. @ika bf courtship, to know about the prospectiveptoyrior to
marriage was one of the new ideas. But, it waseasy to adopt in a situation like India, where dbeiety left virtually
any spaces for it. One of the best example ofdhé&nma is Saratchandra Chatterjee’s novel Dewdasye a hero who
incidentally had the exposure of England failedrtoster the courage to openly declare his love dtimhately took the
path of suicide. Why the colonial heroes failedamance? Was it due lack of courage to stand upsighe society? Or,

due to their inherent failures of the Indian mearsid by the majority*?

In the caste Hindu society, marriage relationshipse always fixed by the parents, romance devebops after
marriage. Among these sections girls were marriemhaearly age, with virtually little scopes forueation, whereas the
boys had the best of education. As a result, thetahdifference between the husband and wife irsm@aSome educated
men tried to adress the issue, by becoming teadfereir wives so that they could become mentahganions to adjust
to the requirements of the new age. To become inentapanion was one of the ideals, promoted bycthtemporary

Victorian ideology.

Lakshminath Bezbarua tried to satire the idea om&aticism among the contemporary Assamese youths.
Although, they were educated (many of them in Béntigey could not practice it and had to wait foeir marriage,
arranged by the parents. Were they cowards or das&H-confidence? In his short story, ‘Seuti’ hied to show such an
imbalance. Seuti, the protagonist was only nineye& (with no formal education), was married tpeason, who was
studying in Kolkata. He was almost three times olih@n her. In their first night he tried to impseler, by reciting
Shakespearean romantic speeches to impress heis tomantic excitement he pulled a ‘dao’ (likeveosd) before his
child wife, who was then thinking about the duclbrat her parental home, to show his ultimate toveer, as a romantic
lover. Obviously, this high act of romance onlhgfitened his wife who had never met him as per tis¢oen, considered
him as a madman. Interestingly her mother in law wall aware about it and rescued her in time. , Tdasire was also a

reaction on the contemporary debates on the Agsoasent and the author made his position clear.

He also tried to criticize a section of the Assaengsuths, who failing to achieve their dream lowese resorting
to opium. In his satirical short story, ‘Chenichahjnspired by Dinabandhu Mitra, he tried to shdwe frustrations of
these mef.Does it mean that the Assamese youths were cowdrdshad no courage to go against the existingtioes

of the society in spite, of his knowledge of thest®eWhether caste or class identities were respleniir such kind of
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attitudes? In a different sense did these critisisatso reflect the personal achievements of thhoauvho married a
Bengali lady, Prajnasundari Devi (a famous writértte Bengali cookbook) from the famous Tagore fg@f To a

different extent, it also applied to Bolinarayanr8u, the first engineer from Assam, who also mdreeBengali women.
In other words, the attainment of the Bengali staddvas also a kind of standard for a section efd@tiucated middle
class. Interestingly, it was also at the same twhen the Assamese nationalists were also tryirguastion not only the
Bengal Renaissance but also, the cultural dominahtke Bengali language and culture. This wasr#ikging point to

assert the Assamese identity against the Bengtbnadism where also language and culture werevita issues of
identity formation. Whereas, Bezbarua in spite isfBengali connections remained a staunch critihefBengali cultural
dominance over Assam, Bolinarayan was not vocalfabo In his edited journal ‘Mou’ (The Bee) he mat showed

sympathy to the Bengali cultur.

In fact, romanticism had a great value to the cphoéseparation of lovers, ‘biraha’. This can kersthrough the
works of the Assamese poets like Hemchandra Gos\@ha wrote the first Assamese romantic sonneyafaimar Cithi,
(Letter of the Beloved) and Chandrakumar Agarwatad others. In fact, it was not a new issue intthditions of the
Vaishnavite Movement where a section of the sdiat$ lot of attachments to it, like Meerabai. Unther impacts of the
Romantic Movement it became secular in nature,thedmen also began to show their longings to teaithly lovers.
Women had to wait for more time to express theiaaotic desires, as the society was not prepareatdept. Like the
other movements of the time, the Romantic Movermeas also dominated by the men. Women writers wegarded as
less authentic and less responsive to the idealseofMovement as unlike the men they had limitadlliectual faculties.

New geners like novels also helped in the spregmbptilarity of the concept of love.

The colonial project of introducing English langeatp the country is also not beyond doubt. In faard
Macauley clearly argued that the main aim of wesegtucation was to create a class of people wHaewilain Indian in
colour but, English in their tastes. Gauri Vishwidaa has argued how this colonial agenda was paitpiractice in India
through textbooks which only tried to promote aealdpicture of England, so that the native woulthai loyal forever.
But, this agenda ultimately failed as English hdlplee Indians who were divided by languages antu@g made it a
common unitary force against the colonial ruleother words, it was used by the natives to promaténalisnt® Priya
Joshi has argued that how the circulation of thgligh books in the country helped in breaking theial stereotypes as
portrayed by colonial staté.Therefore, the impact of the western educatiothe country had a mixed impact in the

Indian society.

The case of Micheal Madhusudan Dutta, a Bengali pod playwright, in this regard is interestingetcamine.
Born into a traditional Hindu family in Bengal hedame so infatuated by the glamour’s of the wést; he not only
converted into Christianity and married a Europkaly and settled for some time in England. Butwaes disappointed
with his experiences and had to return back torfutherland. This experience had profound impacthistater writings
where he became critical with the west and instefadlis early romantic euphoria he began to relamkhe Hindu
tradition* In colonial Assam, however, followers of Romariovement did not go to the extreme of Michael, eath

they opted to co-exist with the traditions.
The Hindu-Revivalists and the question of Romance

The Hindu Revivalist Movement had an entirely difet concept of love and relationships. Sinceyvéry notion
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of revivalism emerged as a kind of opposition te Western moral domination; its reactions to thdeas were situated at
a different level. Starting with Dayananda Sarasway had a fixed notion that, romantic relatiagpshcan only be
possible between the husband and the wife. Preahbove or relationships were not ideal as to thewe can only come
into fruition through conjugal love. But, as thavere also examples as well as practices of loverwiygonjugal relations
in the Indian society they tried to use traditigesectively. In order to justify their points ofewi, they tried to idealise the
mythical relationships like Nala- Damayanti, Sibal@&arvati, Ram and Sita and others. These ideais made famous
by the paintings of Raja Ravi Varma, and the Ber@gtool of Art"®> The growth of the print media, as well as the
communication systems like railways helped in theesly dissemination of these ideas. For exampderale of the Gita
Press in the dissemination of these ideas was arficLikewise, the Arya Samaj and the Bengali Revivalike
Bankimchandra Chatterjee played a pivotal rolehim project. Swami Vivekananda provided a diffenglatform to the
Indians in which they could challenge the moral dation of the west, through concepts like ‘atm&sh@énner Power)
to recover their inner self. But, at the same tittéed to close its door to the romantic ideasadng the feelings of the
majority of the common people as they were now algokto idealise the mythical figures, which agagre selective. In
other words, the Hindu Revivalists virtually dealtleath blow to the ideas of the Romantic MoveniEme. same were the
case among the other communities; where in the remeviving the ‘ideal’ the scope for individuahaice was ignored

for the greater benefits of the entire community.

The Hindu Revivalist Movement placed several caterfor the ideal love and in order to show thisythried to
compare the western and the eastern concepts. f@ne important issue was shame. Whereas the westamen had less

shame in expressing their feelings of love thedndvomen on the other hand, it was a major quigityhe later’

These issues also affected the mindsets of theessmeducated middle class. As, it was a time \leeidentity
formation of the province was taking a new shaperaf was separated from Bengal in 1874 to hawew identity as a
separate province, the Assamese nationalists legaek new identity where imitation of Bengal wagstioned. Bengali
culture or the Bengal Renaissance no longer rerdaisethe prime model for a large section of thecathd Assamese
middle class. Did the Assamese nationalists evaiyenew solutions for the issue of Love to suit ¢batext of colonial
Assam?

The answer is in negative. The Assamese literasiscfound it difficult like their contemporariesadther parts of
the country to challenge the existing caste ansisgiejudices of the society. In fact, it also t¥da false notion among a
section of the people that everything old was gfmwdhe society without rationally questioning whet they fitted with
the changing context of the period. For exampleén&hwar Mahanta felt no hesitation in completdbniifying himself
with Manu who had no notion of romance, but congpfeimale subordination to men. Or in other worklsytbelieved it
should be one one sided, love should originate utiinothe mercy of the husband only. Similarly, Ranska
Paramhamsa (1836-1886), although a devotee of ttl€ss Kali infused women with gold ‘Kamini- kanohavhich
deviates men from their true destiny, union witd God.*®in other words, Hindu Revivalist ideas made theéssf love
more rigid or more patriarchal. Now, this also ilwedl the issue of responsibility to the traditiowich did not allow free
meeting of lovers prior to marriage. As the Indiationalists were increasingly becoming its adhisréme ideal for the
new age was situated through the myth like RamSitad Nala and Damayanti. The issue of Sakuntathisnconnection
deserves special mention. Romila Thapar has shoowm,within the 18 century the theme and the context of Shakuntala

was changed to accommodate these identities ofmoendar different from Kalidasa, who was the oradicreator’
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Can thee ideas of love and romance be taught tadineen? This theme was adressed by Satyanath tBovagh
his short story, ‘Premar Parhasali’ (School of Lopeblished in the ‘Jonaki’ Vol. Xll, 1904. In thisatirical story the
author argued that, through the exposure of mogkays the idea of romance cannot be developedufthen/rural divide

as well as the caste and class issues playedatttaie roles in determining the issues of love mmdance.

But, at the same time, authors like RajanikantadBlai tried to seek the answers for ideal lovetigh his novel
‘Miri Jiyari’, through which he immortalised theue of the Mishing (community) lovers, Panei andkioHe also tried to
use the concept of romance in his other historcakels like ‘Rangili Kunwari’ to show that, the peelonial Assamese
society also had the concepts of love, but diffefesm the contemporary western concept (which afgubto a large
section of the educated youths), which was morwithgalistic. He was impressed by Walter Scott &metl to use history
as the background for his novels. Through, his imatiye creativity he tried to introduce concepke llove, courage and
love for the nation and link it with the presemhé with the past ideals, to encourage the peoplevi the past. Later,
Nakul Chandra Bhuyan, Atul Chandra Hazarika ancersthalso tried to use the technique to idealigepiist for the

present regeneration of the ideal love. But, imgaio they remained within the parameters of tmteroporary society.

Did the ideas of romantic love actually affect tumtemporary educated men? Or it remained a dreamsbful
thinking on the part of the authors? Bezbarua haeationed that even writing letters to the husbamad considered as
unconventional by the contemporary socf@tjs the women who possessed the skill of writirayl the potential danger
of writing to the other men, leading to illicit affs. This fear of women'’s ability to read and @antas a common feature
in 19" century India, a section of the educated Assanmesewere no exception to it. For example, Bolinaraora, the
first Civil Engineer from Assam, who studied in GreBritain, in spite of his exposure to the westl anarrying an
educated Bengali woman, was reluctant for womedigcation. In his article, ‘Tirutar Ban Ki'? (Whateathe Duties of

women?) published in théfou’ (the Bee), Vol.l, 1886, emphasised only on homidnta

This view from a person may seem difficult to uredend, but, it fitted well with the dominant Vician
ideology, which tried to glorify women’s subordiiat by heavily emphasizing on women’s role as thenémaker.
Secondly, the contemporary western knowledge sysiemmade a section of the educated Indians topkasize their
belief on the patriarchal gendered notions on thteine of the women. The increasing popularity @f ifindu-Revivalist
ideas only helped in increasing control over thenen by the men. The caste and class trajectory riadéssue of
romantic love in the western sense as impossibdea Aesult, the Assamese society like the othes pdrthe country
virtually remained unchanged regarding romancerdfbee, Lakshmidhar Sarma, a noted freedom fighésr shown that
in his time it was impossible to know about oth&tsgapart from his immediate family. This was atestified by many

others.

But, at the same time the Assamese educated nitidle were finding it difficult, to justify some tie popular
customs and festivals practiced by a large seatfdhe community, like the Rongali Bihu, and ther&avhere love was
socially accepted. They were divided on the isagesome like Anandaram Dhekial Phookan, Ratnesivwaranta
regarded these practices as immoral or not idaslthey did not conform to the Ideal Brahmanicitiaals) whereas men
like Bezbarua and Nakul Chandra Bhuyan were somesympathetic. This was also the case of a sedtidhe colonial
officials. For example, John Butler, expresseddpmion in these lines, & period of license; and the exercise of their

freedom within that period does not seem to be attended with any stain, blemish, or loss of reputation”.* (Emphasis added)
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Interestingly, in spite of the reservations of atea of the Assamese middle class about the RoBgal, by the second
half of the 28 century it emerged, as the national festival o§aks®? Did it reflect any new change in the attitudeshef

educated middle class towards the broader isslove?

To some extent, the growth of the cinemas and th# media and in the recent time, the social mebave
shown some external changes in the attitudes ofdhizty, but in some core issues like caste, @adsreligion it is not
that smoother. With the growth of the right wingtpes and the ethnic movements have brought neWecigges to the

concepts and practices of love in the Assamesetsoci
Love with the Newcomers

Colonial Assam witnessed two major phase of imntignafirst, in the second half of the I@entury from
different parts of the country to work in the temrdens and other industries and second, by thexdetecade of the 0
century from East Bengal to settle the ‘waste’ kod Lower and Middle Assam. The arrival of thessgle not only
changed the demography of the province but, allectad different aspects of the socio-cultural lifeve or relationships
with these newcomers also emerged as a serious #&8ong a section of the Assamese people. To these tpeople
belonged to the lower sections of the society @irthriginal provinces and they should not be &ddty the natives. Their
motives were also not beyond doubt to them. RudraBardoloi, a Brahmo from Nagaon was one of thdiesiramong
the educated native who through his play, ‘Bangatdgalani Natak’, he cautioned the natives fromaiaing relationships
with the outsiders. This attitude is interesting,b&ing a Brahmo, which originated in Bengal he load opinions on a

section of the Bengali population. This can bediko the to the caste and class prejudices démgal Renaissané.

Similar tensions also arose with the second ph&#araigration in a different level. Unlike the foenthe new
immigrants were mainly Muslims, whose settlemeritguas created several debates among the Assanigdke mlass’
These issues apart from highlighting the securftyhe native women from the new entrants, it showedbts on the
‘women’s nature’ and ‘weakness’ who could easily betivated with potential dangers for the entiranoounity.
Therefore, the nature and dangers of these newgramtis were highlighted by the contemporary newsiiags like the
‘Chetana’ and the Assam Hitoishi’. The issue became more serious as the varioususeReports, particularly of 1931
predicted that within a short time due to the irflof immigrants and the their tendency to produagerchildren the

Assamese would become a minority. Even today, theimpce is still facing this crisis.
Nationalism and Love

The issue of love took an entirely different turithithe growth of the nationalist movement under ldadership
of Gandhi. Now, the personal was sought to be teithaith the broader issue of the nation. Gandkteaitegy needed the
women to work with the men to attain independefd®refore, newsmagazines like thavahan’ tried to highlight this
issue that, the personal issues of love shoulth@@guated with the broader issues of the Natiol@pendence. This was
highlighted by invoking the character of Joymothonfor the sake of the kingdom sacrificed her lifgerestingly, Mula
Gabharu, another woman from the Ahom period whdHersake of her husband actually went to war aedi loy fighting
with the enemy was not highlighted. This shows that Assamese nationalists approved those actseaisi¢dal women

which fitted with non-violence and not transgregdine perceived gender roles.

NAAS Rating: 3.10- Articles can be sent teditor@impactjournals.us




The Dreams of the Modern Romeos, the Idea of Lovend Romance in Colonial Assam: 217 |

CONCLUSIONS

The trajectory of love and romance with the idelasmodernity and the problematics of contemporaasfities has

remained a critical question for the Indian sociéty the above discussion shows that that the tngdéople had their own

notions of love and romance from time immemorialt,Bhe interaction with the western ideas madedian of the

natives to believe that the western notion of lamd romance should be the ideal. Although, the &iRdvivalists tried to

counter the idealization of the west, their solatintroduced rather a retrograde step, to imitage rhythical and ideal

characters of the past. Same is the case of thenimdtionalists, who in order to promote theieiests tried to relocate

the personal issues like love and romance into latbader concept of love, for the motherland. Agsult, the issue of

love and romance remained ambiguous during then@lperiod, and even now things have not changditally.
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